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vulnerable to—Russian energy and will
be an economic blow to Ukraine, Putin
saw that he wouldn’t be challenged.

This is a crisis of Putin’s making,
but we didn’t get here overnight.
Waiving sanctions in Nord Stream 2 is
one of the many missed opportunities
to signal strength against Putin. We
first saw Russia amassing troops on
Ukraine’s border last April. Yet here
we are, roughly 10 months later, scram-
bling to deliver lethal defensive mili-
tary aid.

The Biden administration has been
too slow to respond to the mounting
crisis and is now playing catchup. Ex-
hibit A is that the administration just
this Monday named its pick to serve as
Ambassador to Ukraine. Of all the
times to have a top diplomat in a coun-
try to prove that we are taking its sit-
uation seriously and to coordinate as-
sistance, this is it. This follows a year
of the administration slow-rolling as-
sistance to Ukraine and seemingly
springing to action only after the
United Kingdom and others began
overtly equipping Ukraine.

It is essential that we present a cred-
ible threat to Putin, but, unfortu-
nately, I think he has pegged our Presi-
dent as a benign counterpart. Putin
can look at America and see an un-
popular President as risk-averse and
spinning his wheels on a polarizing and
flailing domestic agenda, not to men-
tion that he can look at President
Biden’s botched withdrawal from Af-
ghanistan and the risk to our defense
modernization efforts from another
continuing resolution and conclude
that Democrats and the President pose
little threat to Russia’s ambitions.

Given the Biden administration’s
record, I have concerns about the
President’s willingness to stand up to
Russia, but I very much hope these
concerns are unfounded. We simply
cannot afford to fail in this situation.

This is Ukraine’s fight, but the impli-
cations of an attack will go far beyond
its borders. We cannot accept that one
nation can simply attack and sub-
jugate another. And we cannot be so
naive to think that Russia would stop
with an invasion of Ukraine. The bear
would still be in the woods, and Putin
would love nothing more than to chal-
lenge or break the credibility of NATO
or the United States. We cannot accept
that scenario or allow Russia to dic-
tate our own security posture with re-
spect to NATO.

The only way to reject that future is
by standing with our partners and star-
ing down Putin’s open aggression.
Shoring up our NATO presence and
putting troops on high alert are steps
in the right direction. I am sure
Ukraine currently feels surrounded and
outgunned, but we need to make clear
to Ukraine and to Vladimir Putin that
Ukraine is not alone; that the free na-
tions of the West will stand with
Ukraine against Russian aggression
and that the United States will make
good on its NATO commitments.

I yield the floor.
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RECESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate stands in recess until 12:30 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 11:06 a.m.,
recessed until 12:30 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Ms. SINEMA).

———
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CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 496, Alex-
andra Baker, of New Jersey, to be a Deputy
Under Secretary of Defense.

Charles E. Schumer, Jack Reed, Richard
Blumenthal, Catherine Cortez Masto,
Sheldon Whitehouse, Richard J. Dur-
bin, Jacky Rosen, Margaret Wood Has-
san, Mark Kelly, Benjamin L. Cardin,
Brian Schatz, Debbie Stabenow, Angus
S. King, Jr., Patrick J. Leahy, Martin
Heinrich, Tim Kaine, Gary C. Peters,
Chris Van Hollen.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Alexandra Baker, of New Jersey, to
be a Deputy Under Secretary of De-
fense, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New York (Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND), the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. LUJAN), and the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) are necessarily
absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER), the
Senator from Montana (Mr. DAINES),
and the Senator from North Dakota
(Mr. HOEVEN).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 70,
nays 24, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 33 Ex.]

YEAS—T0
Baldwin Graham Murkowski
Bennet Grassley Murphy
Blumenthal Hassan Murray
Blunt Heinrich Ossoff
Booker Hickenlooper Padilla
Brown Hirono Peters
Burr Hyde-Smith Portman
Cantwell Inhofe Reed
Capito Kaine Risch
Cardin Kelly Rosen
Carper Kennedy Rounds
Casey King Sasse
Collins Klobuchar Schumer
Coons Leahy Shaheen
Cornyn Lee Shelby
Cortez Masto Manchin Sinema
Crapo Markey Smith
Duckworth McConnell Stabenow
Durbin Menendez Sullivan
Feinstein Merkley Tester

S507

Thune Warnock Wyden
Tillis Warren Young
Van Hollen Whitehouse
Warner Wicker
NAYS—24
Barrasso Fischer Paul
Blackburn Hagerty Romney
Boozman Hawley Rubio
Braun Johnson Schatz
Cassidy Lankford Scott (FL)
Cotton Lummis Scott (SC)
Cruz Marshall Toomey
Ernst Moran Tuberville
NOT VOTING—6
Cramer Gillibrand Lujan
Daines Hoeven Sanders
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

KING). On this vote, the yeas are 70, the
nays are 24.
The motion is agreed to.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 673, Reta
Jo Lewis, of Georgia, to be President of the
Export-Import Bank of the United States for
a term expiring January 20, 2025.

Charles E. Schumer, Sherrod Brown,
Christopher Murphy, Jeff Merkley,
Jack Reed, Ben Ray Lujan, Christopher
A. Coons, Chris Van Hollen, Benjamin
L. Cardin, Amy Klobuchar, Tammy
Baldwin, Tim Kaine, Patrick J. Leahy,
Jeanne Shaheen, Edward J. Markey,
Debbie Stabenow, Martin Heinrich.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Reta Jo Lewis, of Georgia, to be
President of the Export-Import Bank of
the United States for a term expiring
January 20, 2025, shall be brought to a
close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New York (Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND) and the Senator from New Mex-
ico (Mr. LUJAN), are necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from North Carolina (Mr. BURR), the
Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
CRAMER), the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES), the Senator from South
Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM), and the Sen-
ator from North Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from South Carolina (Mr. GRA-
HAM) would have voted ‘‘yea’ and the
Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
HOEVEN) would have voted ‘“‘nay.”

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 54,
nays 39, as follows:
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